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STORY As Nagahama entered the new era, KINDAI, it went
along with the wave of modernization, and modernized through the
introduction of steamships, the opening of elementary schools, and

the establishment of a national bank, all thanks to the rich economic
power accumulated through the textile industry and the efforts of the
town’s people. There is a story that evokes thoughts about the current
town of Nagahama, which is a mix of Japanese and Western
architecture and attracts people with its retro-modern feel.

TOUR PLAN While walking around Nagahama town today,

you’ll see cute Western-style buildings, black-walled streets, and
many retro-modern archtectures that make you want to take photos.
Let’s follow the footsteps of westernization remained in Nagahama
with eating around and visiting antique shops. You can also enjoy
various craft making experiences around the town.

Railway Squgare Museu
(Former Nagahama Station)
The “Old Nagahama Station Building”

is the oldest station building in Japan,

built 130 years ago. The modern red

brick house with two chimneys for the

fireplace makes you feel how the

people of Nagahama were willing to
accept Western culture.
Now, let’s start visiting cute retro

spots.
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KIEIUNKAKU residence

The next place to visit is Keiunkan, a
wonderful spot in Nagahama. In 1886,
Emperor Meiji’s 20th Anniversary
Celebration was being held in Kyoto.

The Emperor’s party took boat from

Otsu and stopped by Nagahama on
the way back to Tokyo. This residence
was built for them to take a rest. You
can enjoy the autumn leaves in autumn,
the bonsai plum blossoms in winter,
and the beautiful snowy landscape of

the garden.
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MELJI station street

As you walk along Meiji Station

Street, which starts from the former
railway station building and Keiunkan,
you will see the “Funa Ita Bei” made

from ship scraps, the “Uma-tsunagi-ishi

used for tethering horses. You can

discover remnants of the good old
days, such as gas lamps and modern
buildings.

You can also take retro photos that
will make you feel like you have traveled

back in time.
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A WANA velvet factory tour.

Blessed with clean water, Nagahama

has long been a production center for
yarn, and during the KINSEI, Edo
period, it developed significantly as a
production center for “Hama Chirimen”
and “Wana Velvet”. Wana velvet was
originally made as a coat or cloak to
be worn over a kimono, but it is still
made using ancient machines, and
you will be immediately captivated by

its delicacy and beauty.

¥ Reservations are required in advance

for visit.
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Former Nagahama Kaichi school

The stylish and unique building that
caught tourist’s eyes is a former
Western-style elementary school built
with donations from townspeople.
There was a drum in the octagonal
turret, and it is said that it was used

for time bell at that time.

Kurokabe Glass Museum

The building that was built as the
130th National Bank Nagahama
Branch was called “Kurokabe Bank”
by town people because of its black
stucco exterior. Nowadays, it is a place
where you can buy and experience
glass crafts, in honor of the glass
industry that developed during the
Meiji period. There are also many
wonderful glass flowers and
accessories collected from around the

world, including the Czech Republic.

JR Nagahama Sta.

break & Some tips to enjoy
|[EI'\, your travel more.

Kids are excited about Nagahama!

There are many spots you can enjoy with your
kids! We recommend the experience-besed
museum (Yammar Museum) where you can
learn about the spirit of challenge, and the
children’s play area (Kigumin Forest) filled
with the warmth of wood made from Shiga
Prefecture wood without any painting.
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