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Visit to Nagahama port

The trip started from Nagahama Port.
From Nagahama Station, walk slowly
to the port in about 10 minutes then
you can see the castle on your right.
Please enjoy the calm Biwako lake.
35-minute cruise takes you to
Chikubujima Island which floats on

Biwako lake. Let’s go !

EXPLORING TOWN

J4-ILEDQHES

STURY When times changed into Edo period, Nagahama
continued to develop on industry thanks to Hideyoshi’s town
planning efforts. This is the story of the development of an
energetic town, in which the townspeople conduct business using
their own power, unite to revitalize the town, and begin the

“Hikiyama Festival” by gorgeous floats.

TOUR PLAN We don’t rely on anyone, we build our town

by ourselves. The people in Nagahama town has such “strong
spirit”. During Edo period, the town is thriving center of
commerce around Biwako lake, and Hikiyama festival featuring
children who would be responsible for the future.

Where did that energy come from !? Let’s look for the reason.

Chikubu Island on Biwako lake,
a place where you can get energy

Chikubujima Island is a popular place
with spiritual energy floating on Biwako
lake. The highlight is Hogon-ji temple,
which is one of Japan’s top-three
Benzaiten shrines along with Enoshima
and Miyajima. And you have to climb up
the 165-steps prayer staircase that
leads to the main temple. The Karamon
gate of Hogonji temple is the only
remaining Osaka Castle ruins, and you
can feel the splendor of those days.

You can also enjoy making wishes with
“Benten-sama’s Happiness Wish Daruma”

and “Kawake Nage”.

Hokoku Jinjya shrine

Originally, Nagahama was a land that
Hideyoshi received as a reward. The
town, which was once a fishing village
before, was turned into a castle town
and flourished as a business town.
Hokokujinjya shrine, built by the
townspeople after Hideyoshi's death, is
a treasure of the town. Even though it
was ordered to be demolished by the
Edo shogunate, it was said that on the
outside it was a shrine dedicated to
Ebisu, the god of business prosperity,
and that Hideyoshi was enshrined
behind the scenes.

You can also try your luck with cute
gourd fortune slips.

s mpmsl_J8

Rl
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Former Yotsui family residence
(Kohoku tourist information teahouse Yotsuike)

This is the home and store of an oil
merchant built during the Edo period,
and is said to have survived even when
most townhouses were destroyed in
the Nagahama big fire in the Meiji
period. Let’s think of the livehood of
the people who use to support the
development of Nagahama. It also
serves volunteer tour guides, so you
may meet a veteran guide who shows

you around the town.

Hikiyama museum

Now let’s close in on the secret
behind Nagahama Hikiyama Festival.
This museum has two authentic floats
on display. The gorgeous decorations,
which are a combination of traditional
crafts from the Edo period, show how
the townspeople at that time were
passionate about Hikiyama Festival.
Children are on the main stage at the
Hikiyama Festival. Traditionally, boys
between the ages of 5 and 12 perform
a children’s Kyogen performance
(Kabuki) on the float.

Nagahama Hachimangu shrine

After revealing the culture of the
Hikiyama Festival, head to Nagahama
Hachimangu shrine, which is the
beginning place of the festival. It has
a history of more than 1,000 years,
and after being in decline, it was
revived under the strong protection of
Hideyoshi, and is now loved by the
locals as the guardian deity of

Nagahama.

(2] Some tips to enjoy

o your travel more.

JR Nagahama Sta.

©

00

Many gourds?

You can often see a gourd like design as you
walk around the town, fortune slip “Omikuji”
at Toyokuni Shrine and Chozuya. In fact,
Hideyoshi liked hte gourd image and used it
on his commanders’ flag, Also he attached it

on the top of the spear to mark his place in
< @ the battle field.

NAGAHAMA CITY
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